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Licensing



Ag Pest License Types

Private - $100/5yr

Commercial - $200/yr

Noncommercial - $140/yr

Noncommercial Political - $75/yr



Private Applicators
Use/supervise RUP, SLU, or RH to produce an agricultural commodity on:

➢ Personally owned property

➢ Rented property

➢ Property owned by his or her employer

➢ Property under his or her general control

➢ The property of another person if applied without compensation, other than the trading of 

personal services between producers of agricultural commodities

*License not required to apply general use products



Certified Private
• Obtained private applicator certificate 

prior 1989

• Submit Pesticide Private Applicator 
Certificate Recertification (PA-414) with 
reported CEU credits

• Recertify every five years (15 CEUs)

• cannot perform direct supervision



Commercial/Noncommercial Applicators
Commercial: Operates a business or is employed by a business that applies RUPs, SLUs, or RHs 
to the property of another person for hire or compensation

Noncommercial: Is required to be licensed but does not qualify as a commercial applicator. A 
noncommercial applicator does not solicit pest control but works exclusively on the property of 
their employer.

Noncommercial Political: an applicator employed by a political subdivision of the state of Texas 
or a federal agency operating in Texas



1. Agricultural Pest Control

A. Field Crop Pest Control

B. Fruit, Nut and Vegetable

C. Pasture and Rangeland

D. Vertebrate Pest Control

E. Farm Commodity Pest

F. Animal Health

G. Citrus Pest Control

H. Livestock Protection Collar

I. M-44

2. Forest Pest Control

3. Lawn and Ornamental Pest Control

A. Landscape Maintenance 

B. Nursery Plant Production

4. Seed Treatments

5. Vegetation Management

6. Aquatic Pest Control

7. Demonstration and Research

8. Regulatory Pest Control

9. Aerial Application

11.Soil Fumigation

12.Public Health Pest Control

Commercial/Noncommercial Category Endorsements



Apply Pesticides to Lawns, Trees and Ornamentals
An applicator license is required to apply any pesticide to plants, trees, shrubs, grass or other 
horticultural plants for hire. This includes:
• restricted-use pesticides
• state-limited-use pesticides
• regulated herbicide
• General use pesticide/herbicide/insecticide/ect (those that can be purchased over the counter without a license)

This can be fulfilled by getting:
• Ag Pest License with 3A category
• SPCS License with the Lawn & Ornamental category

For the AG 3A:
• Commercial license : apply RUPs, SLUs, or RHs
• Noncommercial license: apply only general-use pesticides

Occupations Code: Chapter 1951. Structural Pest Control 



TexasAgriculture.gov/AgPest



Pesticide Applicator Change of Information 

Please submit any changes within 30 days



Pesticide Applicator Change of Classification





TexasAgriculture.gov/Forms 



Continuing 
Education Units



• CEUs must be obtained prior to the expiration 
of the license

• Commercial/Noncommercial applicators may 
take CEUs online every other year

• Private applicators may take 10 of the 15 CEUs 
online for each renewal

• ceusearch.texasagriculture.gov/

CEUs



CEUs
Commercial/Noncommercial

5 CEUs / 1 year

Commercial/Noncommercial

w/ Aerial Category

5 CEUs / 1 year

Private / Certified Private

15 CEUs / 5 years

Minimum of 1 credit must be obtained 
from 2 of the following:

Integrated Pest Management
Laws and Regulations

Drift Minimization

Minimum of 1 credit must be 
obtained from each of the 

following:

Laws and Regulations
Drift Minimization

Pesticide Safety Factors

Minimum of 2 credits must be 
obtained from each of the following:

Integrated Pest Management
Laws and Regulations



CEUs
• Self-certification program: the applicator is 

required to maintain proof of CEU credits (RULE §7.24)

• Certificates must be maintained by the applicator 

for 1 year after the most recent renewal of their 

license

• Extra CEU credits obtained during the licensing 

period will not carry over to the next renewal

• TDA may audit an applicator’s CEUs during an 

onsite inspection or by request via mail



CEU Exemptions: 
COVID-19

• CEU exemption expired after 2022
• Normal CEU requirements now in effect



The Label &  
Record Keeping



You must 
read the 

label!

The label 
is the 
LAW



www.npirs.org/state/





RUP Approved by TDA



When using this product, you must follow 

the measures contained in the 

Endangered Species Bulletin for the 

area in which you are applying the 
product



Protecting Endangered Species from Pesticides
Bulletins Live! Two

www.epa.gov/endangered-species/bulletins-live-two-view-bulletins

• If your pesticide label directs you to this 

website, you are required to follow the 

pesticide use limitation(s) found on your label 

and in the Bulletins Live! Two system for your 

intended application area, pesticide product, 

and application month. 

• Bulletins may be accessed up to six months 

before pesticide application. Be sure that you 

follow the correct Bulletin for the month of 

your pesticide application



www.epa.gov/endangered-species





Leon County





Record Keeping Requirements:

• Commercial and noncommercial applicators must maintain records of all
pesticide applications - this includes general use products 

• Private applicators must maintain records of  all regulated herbicides, state-
limited-use pesticides, and restricted-use pesticide applications
➢ If a general use product falls under the scope of WPS, must also keep records!

• All records must be maintained for 2 years  



Record Keeping Form



Record Keeping
• Date of application 

• Time application was started

• Name of person or entity for whom the application was made

• Name and license number of the applicator responsible for the application and, 
if different, the name of the person actually making the application

• Total acres or volume of area treated (e.g., acre, square feet, number of head, 
etc.)



Record Keeping
• Site treated (e.g., utility right-of-way, pipeline, name of crop, etc.)



Record Keeping

• Location of land where application was made stated in a manner that that 
would permit inspection by an authorized party  

➢ 123 County Road, Anytown, TX 78123 

➢ At the SW corner of intersection FM 1604 and Milam Rd, Anytown, TX 78123



Record Keeping
• Application method or type of equipment used to make the application



Record Keeping
• Wind direction and velocity (except for those applications made indoors or 

otherwise within a structure)

• Air temperature



Record Keeping
for each pesticide applied:

• Product name

• Product EPA registration number

• Rate of product per unit

• Total volume of spray mix, dust, granules, or other materials applied per unit

• The name of the pest for which the product was used



Record Keeping

• The FAA "N" number for aerial application equipment



Record Keeping

• The spray permit number for regulated herbicides applied in a regulated 
county

• Documentation to verify training of persons working under the supervision of 
a licensed pesticide applicator



Record Keeping
Direct Supervision Training

Training for unlicensed pesticide applicators may be documented by one of the 
following:

1. Worker Protection Standard Handler Training

2. Direct Supervision Affidavit

3. Signed and Dated label

Maintain method of training for 2 years



Direct Supervision



• Licensed applicators may only supervise application of 

pesticides for categories in which they are certified

• A licensed applicator is not required to be physically present 
during application, unless specified by the label

• The supervising licensed applicator and the person working 

under their direct supervision must perform applications from 

the same local office, unless the supervising licensed applicator 

is physically present during the application

Direct Supervision 



• Documentation of training is required for 
direct supervision

• At minimum, training must include 
relevant sections of the Texas Pesticide 
Law and Regulations and the pesticide 
label

• Certified private applicators cannot 
perform direct supervision



To be used by certified applicators only; NOT to be used by uncertified 
persons working under the supervision of a certified applicator



The licensed applicator is responsible for the 
actions of the unlicensed applicators under 

his/her supervision.

https://www.agdaily.com/crops/farm-babe-glyphosate-on-wheat/



Complaints



• TDA’s responsibility to investigate complaints of alleged 

pesticide misuse

• Enforcement actions may include:
➢ Warnings

➢ Fines
➢ Suspending or revoking applicator license
➢ Rereferral to other appropriate agency for further action

• Complainants do not receive compensation in TDA 

investigations 

Pesticide Complaints in Texas



• TDA has:
➢25 Agricultural Inspectors
➢25 Structural Inspectors
➢254 Counties in Texas

• They also conduct hundreds 

of routine inspections on 

applicators, dealers, and 
businesses 

Pesticide Complaints in Texas



11% 3%

11%

12%

63%

Commercial - 4,567

Noncommercial - 1,244

Noncommercial Political - 4,573

Certified Private - 4,763

Private - 26,296

Ag Pesticide Applicators Currently 
Licensed:

41,443 Total Applicators



Fiscal Year 2023
Complaints by Type 

4%

9%

69%

1%
17%

Animal - 8

Human - 21

Vegetation - 151

Water - 2

Other - 37

Fish Kill - 0

Worker Protection Standard - 0



219 Complaints received

9/1/22 – 8/31/23



135 Complaints received

9/1/21 – 8/31/22



192 complaints received
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Overspray and drift from large farm 

machinery and planes



Diuron, Paraquat – Lubbock. Damage at tree nursery 



Diuron, 2,4 d, & dicamba: drift from cotton to corn



Drift from pasture 
application causing 

damage to neighboring 
ornamental trees



Dicamba and Glyphosate – drift from cotton to vineyard





Improper use of 
moth balls

Photos: Inspector John Robinson 



Sorghum field

Employees working on wind turbines sprayed by aerial applicator 



• 4 – No Violations found

• 1 Warning - failing to maintain 
required info on Records of Use

• 1 Monetary Penalty - pesticide used 
inconsistently with its label/labeling

7 alleged complaints against right-of-way applications in the last 2 years



Worker Protection 
Standard



Farm
Forest

Nursery Greenhouse

WPS laws 
apply to:





• Goal is to protect agricultural workers and pesticide handlers in the workplace 

• By federal law, your employer needs to provide you with pesticide safety 
training before you begin work in an area where you may encounter 
pesticides or their residues on a yearly basis

• WPS does not apply to range, grazing pastures, or livestock spray applications

• Minimum Age Requirement: All handlers and early-entry workers must be at 
least 18 years old

Worker Protection Standard



pesticideresources.org/wps/



pesticideresources.org/wps/does-it-apply/





• Facilities must display the following in a central 
location accessible to workers and handlers 
when a WPS-labeled pesticide product has been 
applied within the past 30 days:

➢ Safety Data Sheets

➢ Pesticide Safety Poster

➢ Pesticide Application Information & 
Records

Worker Protection Standard



Regulated Herbicides



Regulated Herbicides
• Higher potential to cause adverse effects to nontarget vegetation

• Include one of these Active Ingredients & distributed in containers larger than 1 
quart for liquids or 2 pounds for dry/solids:

➢ 2,4-D 

➢Dicamba 

➢MCPA 

➢Quinclorac

• Restrictions on applications of Regulated Herbicides are only applicable in 
Regulated Herbicide Counties



Applying Regulated Herbicides in Regulated Counties

• Spray permit required prior to 

making applications in 

regulated counties

• Permits expire when the 

acreage for which the permit 

was granted has been sprayed, 

or 180 days after issuance, 

whichever occurs first





TexasAgriculture.gov/AgPest



All spraying of regulated herbicides in a regulated county 

must comply with the following requirements regardless of 

whether a spray permit is required:

• Spraying high volatile herbicides is prohibited when there are 

susceptible crops within a four-mile radius from any point of 

the land to be sprayed. 

• No person shall spray regulated herbicides when the wind 

velocity exceeds 10 miles per hour or as specified on the 
product label, if the label is more restrictive

• The use of any turbine or blower-type ground application 

equipment to apply regulated herbicides is prohibited



Regulated Herbicide Exemptions

• Is packaged ready-to-use and in a container of one 
gallon or less for liquid products or four pounds or less 
for dry/solid products

• For 2,4-D and Dicamba:

1. used in accordance with the approved product label for 
transgenic auxin herbicide tolerant crops

2. applied by ground application equipment

3. AND applied when winds do not exceed 10 miles per hour



Applying Regulated Herbicides in Regulated 
Counties – Spray Permit Exemptions

• Application by brush, mop, wick, basal treatment, or injection 

method

• Application made by a SPCS applicator in lawn and ornamental 
or weed control categories

• All persons applying regulated herbicides to lawns



Pesticide Waste 
Disposal



Thursday, April 4, 2024
Leeroy Colgan Building

901 S Houston Ave
Lamesa, TX 79331

Wednesday, January 31, 2024
Richard M. Borchard Fairgrounds

1213 Terry Shamsie Blvd
Robstown, TX 7838





Pesticide Waste Disposal
• Free & anonymous 

• Events have been held in: 

➢11/28/2018 – Wharton County

➢6/13/2019 - Coryell County

➢11/6/2019 - Hidalgo County

➢10/21/2020 - Lubbock County

➢10/28/2021 - Henderson County

➢4/20/2022 - Tom Green County

➢6/29/2022 - Victoria County

➢7/13/2022 - Wichita County

➢8/3/2022 - Moore County

➢3/1/2023 - Medina County

➢6/21/2023 – El Paso County



So far, we have helped 703 
Texans to safely dispose of 

their pesticide waste



Over 1 Million pounds of waste has been 
collected! 





TexasAgriculture.gov/AgPest 





AgriStress Helpline



Texas Resources:

•AgriStress Helpline for Texas: 833-897-2474
• The AgriStress HelplineSM is a free and confidential crisis and support line that you can call or text 24/7

• The helpline is answered by trained professionals who can offer support and/or help you find mental health resources in your area.

• Utilizes a “care navigation” process that: triages for safety with crisis intervention and response; directs callers to appropriate resources for their situation.

• Both the AgriStress Helpline and 988 offer the same quality of suicide crisis services – but our crisis specialists have extra training to know the culture, 
values, stressors, and lived experiences of agriculture, forestry, and fishing workers. In addition, crisis specialists have access to a state specific curated 
database of agricultural and health resources.

tel://833-897-2474/
https://www.agrisafe.org/agristress-helpline/


Helpful contacts:

• TDA Licensing: (512) 936-4176

• TDA Agricultural Pesticide Queue Line: (512) 463-7622

• TDA Structural Pesticide Queue Line: (512) 463-3207

• Study Manuals (AgriLife – College Station): (979) 845-3849

• General Agricultural Pesticide Questions: Pesticides@TexasAgriculture.gov

• General Structural Pesticide Questions: SPCS@TexasAgriculture.gov 

• Pesticide Waste Collection Questions: PesticideCollection@texasagriculture.gov  

mailto:Pesticides@TexasAgriculture.gov
mailto:SPCS@TexasAgriculture.gov
mailto:PesticideCollection@texasagriculture.gov


Questions?

Elizabeth Prokop

Coordinator for Pesticide Certification & Compliance

Elizabeth.Prokop@TexasAgriculture.gov

Office: (512) 463-7455
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